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Long before Europeans came to this hemisphere 
The land was settled by native Americans free and clear; 
Who had moved across the land without hesitation 
Forming wonderful cultures and great civilizations. 
Each of these groups or tribes had a name 
Which was their identity, their claim to fame. 
A fun way to learn about and understand 
About some of the native American groups  
who shared this land 
Is to see how some of their names would fit 
With the letters of the alphabet. 
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A – Abnaki 
Who lived in the northeastern United States 
In houses called wigwams near a river or lake. 
 

B – Blackfoot 
A native American group who received their name 
From drying their moccasins with ash found on the plains. 
 

C – Comanche 
Whose name means “wide trail” 
Which may have also described the land they knew so well. 
 

D – Dakota 
Part of a large native American group called the Sioux 
Who had leaders such as Red Cloud and Sitting Bull,  
Just to name two. 
 

E – Erie 
Whose name means, “place of the cat,” 
And were called “cat people” for reasons such as that. 
 

F – Flathead 
A group who despite their name 
Didn’t flatten their heads but the name remained. 
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