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WHAT IS LANGUAGE? 
 
 
 

 
  

Languages are the words spoken, the words at hand 
That come forth from every child, woman and man. 
Language enables people to freely communicate 
To express their loves, joys, even their hates. 
Language has beauty and it has grace 
Language is very important to the human race. 
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People and Languages Spoken in the Far North   1 

 
Map of the Far North 

 
 

MAJOR LANGUAGES 
SPOKEN 

  
MAJOR TRIBES OR GROUPS 

   

Aleut  Aleut 

Yup’ik  Central Alaskan Yupik, Siberian Yupik, St. Laurence Island, 
and Eastern Siberian 

Inupiat  Northwest and North Alaskan Inupiat, Bering Strait, 
Kutzebue Sound, Coastal North Alaskan Inupiat, Interior 
North Alaskan Inupiat 

Inuit  Mackenzie, Copper, Netsilik, Igulik, Caribou, Baffin Island, 
Quebec, Labrador Coast, Greenland, Polar, West and East 
Greenland 

Athabascan-Eyak  Ahtna, Han, Ingalik, Koyukon, Holikachuk, Kutchin, Tanana 
and Eyak 

Nadene  Haida and Tlinget 

Penutian  Tsimshian 

Alutiiq  Koniag and Chugach 
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